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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 

I. FISCAL YEAR 
The fiscal year of the Connetquot Public Library shall begin with the first day of July and end with the 30th day of 
June. 
 

II. DUTIES 
The Board of Trustees shall: 
 

a. Review and adopt, at least 30 days prior to the start of the ensuing fiscal year, an annual budget 
(estimate of receipts and appropriations) drafted by the Library Director at a regularly scheduled open 
public meeting. 
 

b. Appoint a treasurer and deputy treasurer who shall hold office at the pleasure of the Board. 
 

c. Require the treasurer to render monthly financial statements, showing the following information for the 
guidance of the Board of Trustees: 
 

i. Asset and liability balances, including cash and designated funds 
ii. Statement of receipts and expenditures by budget category  

for the months and year to date. 
iii. Bank reconciliations showing total receipts and disbursements 

 
d. Cause an annual audit of the treasurer’s records to be made by an independent auditor in accordance 

with generally accepted accounting principles and in conformity with the requirements of the New York 
State Office of the Comptroller. 
 

e. Cause the monthly reconciliation of bank statements and review of fiscal year data to date by an outside 
certified public accountant. 
 

f. Adopt a prenumbered voucher-check and require the use of this form in paying all obligations. This form 
must provide for the signature of the treasurer. 
 

g. Disburse library funds only on the basis of itemized vouchers, which have been audited and authorized by 
the Board of Trustees except as otherwise provided in paragraph “i”, “j”, “k” and “l” of this subdivision. 
 

h. Provide by resolution that a credit card may be issued to the Library Director.   
 

i. All purchases may be made without prior audit, however, all associated purchases shall be 
audited by the Board of Trustees before payment is authorized.   

ii. All obligations shall be settled in accordance with the balance period indicated on the monthly 
statement. 
 

i. Provide by resolution that the following may be paid without prior audit upon submission on the condition 
that the claims be reviewed and certified at to the next regularly scheduled open public meeting: 
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i. Fixed salaries of officers or employees regularly engaged at agreed-upon wages, including any 
payroll withholdings 
 

j. Provide by resolution that payments may be authorized in advance of audit on the condition that the 
claims be audited prior to the next regularly scheduled open public meeting. 
 

i. Public utility services 
ii. Postage, Freight 

 
k. Provide by resolution that payments made without prior audit, or may be authorized in advance of audit, 

can be submitted electronically by the treasurer and not be subject to the prenumbered voucher-check. 
 

l. At its discretion, establish a petty cash fund for the purpose of making payment in advance of 
authorization of properly itemized bills for materials, supplies or services furnished to the library calling for 
immediate payment on delivery on the condition that the claims be audited prior to the next regularly 
scheduled open public meeting. 
 

i. Whenever a petty cash fund is established, the Board of Trustees shall designate the treasurer to 
administer and be responsible for such fund. No such fund shall exceed $1,000 at any one time. 
 

ii. Expenditures made from a petty cash fund shall not exceed $100 
 

iii. Balance of petty cash fund shall be reimbursed after all expenditures are audited and authorized 
by the Board of Trustees. 
 

m. The treasurer shall deposit all revenue within five days after receipt in a depository designated by the 
Board of Trustees that best meets the current financial needs. 
 

n. Provide by resolution that deposits shall be made electronically from approved sources. 

III. Financial Reporting 

Connetquot Public Library strictly adheres to all applicable GASB Statements when they become effective. This 
section outlines our accounting practices for capital assets, including library books and audio/visual holdings, 
leased assets, and subscription-based IT arrangements. 

a. Capital Assets 

i. Capital assets include fixed assets with an initial cost of $2,000 or more and an estimated useful 
life exceeding two years. They are recorded at historical or estimated historical cost, with 
depreciation over the specified useful lives: 

1. Building and land improvements: 20 years 

2. Furnishings and equipment: 5-20 years 

3. Computer equipment: 5 years 

4. Construction in progress: N/A 

Library books and audio/visual holdings, even with an initial cost below $2,000, are treated as 
capital assets and depreciated over: 
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1. Books: 10 years 

2. Books on cassette and CD: 5 years 

3. All other audio and visual holdings: 2 years 

ii. Capital assets encompass lease contracts as per GASB Statement 87, with annual payments of 
$2,500 or more. Intangible right-to-use lease assets are amortized using the straight-line method 
over the shorter of the lease term or the asset's useful life. 

iii. Capital assets also cover subscription-based IT arrangements per GASB 96, with annual 
payments of $10,000 or more. The library measures the subscription liability at the present value 
of expected payments during the subscription term. The subscription asset is initially measured 
as the initial subscription liability amount, adjusted for payments made, capitalizable 
implementation costs, and incentives received, and is amortized straight-line over the 
subscription term. 
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